ZEC National Youth Conference      21- 26 November 2007

PREPARATIONS

In Proverbs 19:21 there is a very wise counsel “ many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is Lord’s purpose that prevails”. This years’ National youth conference vindicates this word. Our plans for this year were to train youth leaders. This approach changed by mid 2007.  During our National leaders capacity building workshop in Salima in July the Lord implored us to convene a National conference with purposes of evangelism. He clearly told us most of our youth are not born again. It is written “ to obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Samuel 15:22).

The conference was therefore aimed at challenging the youth to a personal commitment to Jesus as Lord and saviour. At the end of the conference we looked forward to see many youth confessing Jesus as their Lord and savior while others would be encouraged in their walk with Jesus. All this was set in the light of the imminent coming of Jesus.

FORESEEN CHALLENGES BEFORE THE CONFERENCE


The first was how to mobilize the youth country wide to participate. And the second one was where to get the funds for the meeting. Despite of this we trusted the Lord to provide. We were encouraged by the word in Habakkuk 2:4, that “the righteous shall live by faith” and that “ those that hope in theLord will renew their strength” (Isaiah 40:31). 

MOBILIZATION OF YOUTH


I did this in 20 churches across Malawi. I went up to Chitipa. I did this 3 months amidst a very busy schedule for other duties. However I trusted the Lord to do the mobilization Himself for it is written “ when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men to myself” (John 12:32). I recalled this during the conference after seeing scores of youth that came to attend. 

A SEQUENCE OF EVENTS FROM 21st TO 26th  NOVEMBER 2007

On 21st November 2007

I left BT around 3am with my wife, our two kids, Miracle and Chimwemwe (Joy) and 4 youth. We left with Materials for the platform and cooking utensils. We arrived in Salima around 8am. As soon as we got our breakfast we set out to work on the platform. This involved going to a forest reserve some few kilometers away to cut wood. After toiling for close to 17hours the plantform was completed. We went to bed at 1am.

22nd November 

We slept for a few hours. We were up by 6am. The great day had now come. I had mixed feelings as to how the day will be like. I was afraid many youth may not come hence failure of the conference. However in side me I felt Gods touch assuring me of the success ahead of me.

At 7am we went collect 3 tents from the district commissioner. They were all pitched by 10am. The place was now set for the event.

At 11am I left for lilongwe to pick the band. By this time 2 youth from dwangwa had already arrived. Iand phone calls from groups of youth had started pouring that they were on their way. I left Regina (my wife) to welcome the early arrivals since some members of the national committee were not yet in. 

At 7pm I was back from Lilongwe with the band. By this time over 500 youth had arrived and registered. During our preparations were arranged for a registration exercise. Synolia Ijalasi was responsible for this.

At 9pm, the conference was opened by Rev Ndimula of Lilongwe ZEC with an evangelistic message. About a hundred youth came to the Lord. The was just a tip of the ice berg. A miracle awaited us.

At 12 midnight the meeting was dismissed. This time some youth groups had just arrived and our two schools we booked for accommodation of the youth were all full.



23rd November

At 9am (1 hour behind schedule), I took the podium to deliver my topic, a profile of FOY. I presented the foundations, mission, vision and activities of the ministry. I did this in the light of a theological overview of the God and the youth in the Bible. I presented the vision of God for the youth for the scriptures in line with these latter days before the second coming of Jesus. I challenged them to personal commitment to jesus and his work. God in these last days is raising a movement of youth to reach to the ends of the earth with the word of God. The youth are Gods agents of world transformation in these last days ( Joel 2:28). The youth  are there fore the principal agents of the final world evangelisation.

At 10am Rev Malinda took the podium to share on how to conduct creative Bible studies. He presented a very inspiring approach to Bible study highlight the importance of studying the living word of God for faith enrichment and spiritual growth. He tied this to the theme of the conference that following Jesus entails commitment to know the word of God in its totality.

At 14 hours Rev Sozela came with his Prayer and intercession topic. In these last days God is raising a movement of youth to pull down the schemes of the devil. He challenged the youth to a personal commitment to prayer. The youth must be committed to prayer for the lost souls, the church and their personal and corporate needs. The youth were charged for prayer.

At 21 hours he was back for evangelism. Many youth came to the Lord. A spot check indicates  about 1000 came forward to commit their lives to Jesus as Lord and savior. We went to sleep at mid night encouraged that the Lord was fulfilling His purpose for the conference.

24th November

At 9am, the first speaker for the day  was ready for his charge. Rev Muyangata spoke on courtship. He highlighted the need for the youth to be spiritually, physically, pschologically and materially ready before they get married. He bemoaned the youth’s behaviour of pre-marital sex, teen pregnancies, abortions,early marrieges and the worldly trends of pervese sex. He called on the youth to first seek the Lord before proposing love because it is the Lord that gives spouses for marriage. God must be involved from the word go if the marriage is to work to the purposes of God. 

At 10 am Rev Momola took the stage to speak on HIV/AIDS. He is an expert in HIV/AIDS issues. He has a living testimony of living with the virus. His first wife and child died of the desease. After that he vowed not to marry. Surprisingly he is now married and has a baby girl. It was the wife who encouraged him to marry.  His testimony is very moving. He is positive but his wife and kid are negative. He doesn’t understand why but attributes this to the hand of the Lord.

He presented facts about HIV/AIDS, human development and sexuality, stigma and discrimination and finally on role of the youth in HIV/AIDS fight. He worried the church is not forth coming in the fight for hope. Most of the messages about AIDS are coming from secular forums. This will not help win the fight. The church, he emphasized has all the arsenal for arresting the pandemic. That is we offer Jesus as a model for prevention and mitigation. Jesus met all kinds of people, sick and healthy. The gospel aims at spiritual change that influences serious behavior change. No change is enduring if it does not start with Jesus.

He encouraged the youth to be born again, go for HIV/AIDS testing and fully get engaged in the fight for hope. The youth are agents of hope in these desperate moments when over 60% of the cases of AIDS are in Africa and most of them in the sub-Saharan region. It is discouraging that 75% of the infections are taking place among the youth. Unless the youth change their behavior with Jesus the fight will not end. The youth should take a leading role. 

At 14 hours Rev sauli came to speak on soul wining. He shared tips of successful soul winning. Ha called on the youth to personal commitment to soul winning as evangelists in the end times.

At 16 hours Rev Muyangata was back with the topic of career guidance. He encouraged the youth that God has given each one of them a special career intended to be developed and exploited to the glory of God. The reason most youth do no achieve in life is that they do not seek God to help them know their careers. And at the same time they imitate others when choosing careers. This is what is leading to failures among the youth.

In the evening it was Mr Mateyu who concluded them evangelism. Many youth came to the Lord. 

25th November

On this Sunday Rev Malinda concluded the conference with a word of encouragement to the participating youth. The meeting ended at noon.

DEPARTURES


All youth groups left in the afternoon except for one group whose vehicle was on breakdown.


OVERALL SYNOPSIS

The conference was the most attended of all the meetings we have had in the past.

ATTENDANCE

	Registered youth groups

	39

	Attended youth

	1183

	Attending pastors


	19

	Attending pastors wives
	3

	Synod office personnel
	The General Sec, The Synod Chairman

	All speakers invited came but one.
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SUCCESSES OF THE CONFERENCE

· Over 1500 youth came to the Lord

Jim Hasnip, ZM Director, adds:” I have queried the figure of 1500 given as the number who committed their lives to the Lord since the attendance is recorded as 1183. However I am assured that the 1500 is correct and that the recorded attendance is only of those who had registered as residential at the conference and many, many more actually attended on a day-by-day basis. Praise the Lord !”

· It was the most attended conference

· It was a well organised meeting

· It was a fully funded meeting

· Highly supported by the synod office 

· Most attended meeting by pastors

· Youth behaved well. We had no serious cases of misbehaviors

CHALLENGES

· Other youth did not attend for lack of transport

· We had no Jesus film because the owner of the projector refused beam it. Many youth were disappointed

· The venue was fully packed and many youth slept in the open

· We had few tents hence had to brave to scorching sun of Salima.

WAY FORWARD

Our next year’s program will follow up the youth groups that attended the conference to consolidated the gains of the conference. With our planned leadership capacity building  we have a good start.

VOTE OF THANKS


To God for His grace to hold the meeting

ZM in Malawi and UK for its prayer and cash support. May the Lord keep you in His presence and pour His everlasting blessings. All the youth love you. AMEN. 

