REPORT ON THE PASTORS AND ELDERS BOOK SET CONFERENCES HELD IN PHALOMBE
AND KASUNGU DISTRICTS

PHALOMBE CONFERENCE

Phalombe is situated to the east of Blantyre and it is 124 km away from the city centre. While the district is
one of the largest agricultural zones of Malawi, it is has a poor road network which makes it difficult to
reach. As a result, people in the digthave less opportunities of getting better things including conferences
as compared to those in town. This, coupled with the low literacy level of the area, qualified Phalombe to be
one of the two suitable venues for this year's first ever Chichewar®&sElders Book Set conferences.

The conference was held from™.416™ June at the Assemblies of God church located right at the Phalombe
Boma centre. A total of 86 pastors and elders from 36 different denominations attended the conference. Most
of the participants were cycling very long distances each day of the conference in order to join fellow leaders
in being equipped for vibrant spiritual lives and effective ministry. The response from the participants was
very appreciative and of great encagement to us. We thank God for this invaluable gift given to the church
leaders in Phalombe.

Bicycles: A valuable ministry resource in Phalombe Participants leaving the venue after knockorgdsf 2

TEACHING SESSONS

There were a total of 8 teaching sessions (1 hr 30min each) during the conference facilitated by Rev.
Abraham Folayan, Pastor Saul Mateyu, Pastor Robert Yanduya and Rev. Connex ljalasi (Former Zambezi
Evangelical Church General Secretary and now servirigaasor of Chilomoni ZEC). In addition to the 8
teaching sessions, there were 2 Workshop sessions (45 mins each) and 2 sessions of 30 mins each for sharin
of ministry experiences by the participants.

Rev Folayan taught on the subjéct. e a d er s hiieps :PrLieosrsiotns from t he Life
The teachings challenged the leaders attending the conferences to a life of holiness and to a life ready to
suffer for Christ who has called us into ministry.
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(Rev Folayanteaching and Pastor Yanduya interpreting into Chichewa)

Pastor Saul Mat ey u | €eTde Gospeador Eudtlse®i. 0 nTsh eo nt etahceh i thogp iwea s
book he authored and was one of the books in the set given to the participantsadigdnal Beliefs and
Practices: A Challenge to Christian Life in Malawihe importance of this topic in such conferences can not

be overemphasized. One of the greatest challenge facing the Church in Malawi today is syncretism whereby
most Christians tapse to their cultural (traditional) beliefs for help especially during moments of crisis like
sickness and death.

Through the sessions, the participants were called to repentance from the sin of fear which does not come
from God (2Tim 1:7) and were dienged to begin to live a life of victory in Christ. The means that the
leaders could only have effective ministry if they themselves were delivered from the bondage of their un
biblical cultural beliefs and practices . In addition to this, the leaders called to preach and teach

messages that seek to empower their congregations against the attacks of the devil through culture which is
most revered in our societies.
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The Gospel or Culture? Pastor Mateyu making a challenge in a teaghsession

Pastor Ro ber t Pr¥ahind ThataChangesilgvbst. fiThe session provi de
whom many of them have never received any theological training, with essential basic skills on sermon
preparation and presentation. Emphasis made on the need to preach messages that seek to bring people



into the kingdom of God as well as building them up in the faith and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The session, however, did not only provide skills for preaching but also challengexhdiees|to preach
using their |ives. As one preacher said fAthe gr ea
that the most effective sermon is testimony of our own lives.

(Preaching that changes Lives: Pastor Robert Yanduya in a teagtsassion)

Rev Connex | j al adeadetskipuTeaitst Lessonofrorh thep liife of Davidd a mheé 0
Church and Discipleship . As a | eader, David had his successe:
leaders today to learn from. Thecead session could not have come at any time than this with the church in
Malawi fairing badly in disciple making.

Waiting for their turn: Rev & Mrs ljalasi

GROUP DISCUSSIONS

Participants had an opportunity to study the word of God in small groups based on one of the books received
titted Growing in the Knowledge of Godlhe time were very enriching and encouraged fellowship as well as
team work spirit among the participants.




